Sir Callie and the Champions of Helston by Esme Symes-Smith 02/05/25

e What s this book (literally) about?

e What s this book (really) about?

e What do you like/dislike most about the book?

e Do you have a favorite character or one you related to the most? Who and why?
e What surprised you the most in the story?

e On page 28, Neal says: “Not all battles can be fought with swords, Callie—remember
that. And not all enemies want you dead.” What do you think this means?

e What role do magic and knighthood play in this book and how do they impact Callie’s
journey?

e Which scenes have stuck with you the most?
e Do you think that Callie is a good main character?

e s this book positive representation for LGBTQ+, people of color, and/or people with
different abilities?

e What do you think is the message of this book, and do you think this book does a good
job of getting that message across? Why or why not?

e What roles do the other characters play in Callie’s story?
e Do you think Callie’s dads do a good job of supporting Callie?

e How do you think Callie grows from the beginning of the book to the end, if at all?

Attendance Count:



April 2nd: Every Heart a Doorway By: Seanan Mcguire

Children have always disappeared under the right conditions; slipping through the shadows under a bed
or at the back of a wardrobe, tumbling down rabbit holes and into old wells, and emerging somewhere...
else. But magical lands have little need for used-up miracle children. Nancy tumbled once, but now she’s
back. The things she’s experienced... they change a person. The children under Miss West's care
understand all too well. And each of them is seeking a way back to their own fantasy world. But Nancy’s
arrival marks a change at the Home. There’s a darkness just around each corner, and when tragedy
strikes, it’s up to Nancy and her new-found schoolmates to get to the heart of the matter. No matter the
cost.

May 7th: Crush By: Tegan and Sara Quin, and Tillie Walden

Tegan and Sara may have survived seventh grade, but their junior high jams are just beginning. Offstage,
school is officially back in session. Between Sara’s growing feelings for her dream girl and Tegan’s falling
out with her former BFF, eighth grade might prove to be even messier than last year. Onstage, the twins
are swept up in a battle-of-the-bands contest to open for their favorite musical artist, landing them with
a new manager, new opportunities, and new challenges, too. But stepping into the spotlight—and into
their true selves—means colliding over fame, family, and finding their sound.

June 4th: Last Night At The Telegraph Club By: Malinda Lo

Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can’t remember exactly when the question took root, but the answer was in
full bloom the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under the flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar
called the Telegraph Club. America in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls to fall in love, especially not in
Chinatown. Red-Scare paranoia threatens everyone, including Chinese Americans like Lily. With
deportation looming over her father—despite his hard-won citizenship—Lily and Kath risk everything to
let their love see the light of day.

July 2nd: Nimona By: ND Stevenson — watch movie at book club

Nimona is an impulsive young shapeshifter with a knack for villainy. Lord Ballister Blackheart is a villain
with a vendetta. As sidekick and supervillain, Nimona and Lord Blackheart are about to wreak some
serious havoc. Their mission: prove to the kingdom that Sir Ambrosius Goldenloin and his buddies at the
Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are. But as small acts
of mischief escalate into a vicious battle, Lord Blackheart realizes that Nimona's powers are as murky
and mysterious as her past. And her unpredictable wild side might be more dangerous than he is willing
to admit.



Aug 6th: Simon Vs The Homo Sapiens Agenda By: Becky Albertalli — watch movie at book club

Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school musical. But
when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being thrust into the spotlight. Now
Simon is actually being blackmailed: if he doesn’t play wingman for class clown Martin, his sexual
identity will become everyone’s business. Worse, the privacy of Blue, the pen name of the boy he’s been
emailing, will be compromised. With some messy dynamics emerging in his once tight-knit group of
friends, and his email correspondence with Blue growing more flirtatious every day, Simon’s junior year
has suddenly gotten all kinds of complicated. Now, change-averse Simon has to find a way to step out of
his comfort zone before he’s pushed out—without alienating his friends, compromising himself, or
fumbling a shot at happiness with the most confusing, adorable guy he’s never met.

September 3rd: Snapdragon BY: Kat Leyh

Snap’s town had a witch. At least, that’s how the rumor goes. But in reality, Jacks is just a Crocs-wearing,
internet-savvy old lady who sells roadkill skeletons online. It’s creepy, sure, but Snap thinks it's kind of
cool, too. Snap needs a favor from this old woman, though, so she begins helping Jacks with her strange
work. Snap gets to know her and realizes that Jacks may in fact have real magic—and an unlikely
connection to Snap’s family’s past.

October 1st: | Kissed Shara Wheeler By: Casey Mcquiston

Chloe Green is so close to winning. After her moms moved her from SoCal to Alabama for high school,
she’s spent the past four years dodging gossipy classmates and a puritanical administration at
Willowgrove Christian Academy. The thing that’s kept her going: winning valedictorian. Her only rival:
prom queen Shara Wheeler, the principal’s perfect progeny.

But a month before graduation, Shara kisses Chloe and vanishes.

On a furious hunt for answers, Chloe discovers she’s not the only one Shara kissed. There’s also Smith,
Shara’s longtime quarterback sweetheart, and Rory, Shara’s bad boy neighbor with a crush. The three
have nothing in common except Shara and the annoyingly cryptic notes she left behind, but together
they must untangle Shara’s trail of clues and find her. It'll be worth it, if Chloe can drag Shara back
before graduation to beat her fair-and-square. Thrown into an unlikely alliance, chasing a ghost through
parties, break-ins, puzzles, and secrets revealed on monogrammed stationery, Chloe starts to suspect
there might be more to this small town than she thought. And maybe—probably not, but maybe—more
to Shara, too. Fierce, funny, and frank, Casey McQuiston's | Kissed Shara Wheeler is about breaking the
rules, getting messy, and finding love in unexpected places.



November 5th: Flamer By: Mike Curato

It's the summer between middle school and high school, and Aiden Navarro is away at camp. Everyone's
going through changes—but for Aiden, the stakes feel higher. As he navigates friendships, deals with
bullies, and spends time with Elias (a boy he can't stop thinking about), he finds himself on a path of self-
discovery and acceptance.

December 3rd: The Insiders By: Mark Oshiro

San Francisco and Orangevale may be in the same state, but for Héctor Mufioz, they might as well be a
million miles apart. Back home, being gay didn’t mean feeling different. At Héctor’s new school, he
couldn’t feel more alone. Most days, Héctor just wishes he could disappear. And he does. Right into the
janitor’s closet. (Yes, he sees the irony.) But one day, when the door closes behind him, Héctor discovers
he’s stumbled into a room that shouldn’t be possible. A room that connects him with two new friends
from different corners of the country—and opens the door to a life-changing year full of magic,
friendship, and adventure.

January 7th: Séance Tea Party By: Reimena Yee
After watching her circle of friends seemingly fade away, Lora is determined to still have fun on her own,

so when a tea party leads Lora to discovering Alexa, the ghost that haunts her house, they soon become
best friends.

Suggestions:



